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FDG Brass Monkeys Competition - Chalk Springs Sat 7th November 

I chatted to a few of you on Thursday night about this competition, the full details of which are 
given below. As we need at least 12 to get sole use of the fishery, I need commitment asap 
and preferably by October 30th, so I can confirm things with the venue. I'm aware this is an 
expensive option but it was voted for at the AGM and with the current issues with several other still 
waters, it seems the most "fishable" option. For newer members please do not be put off by the 
word "competition" this is very much a fun event.

For the few who have never fished Chalk Springs before, it is a lovely fishery with 4 crystal-clear, 
spring fed lakes, where you can see your quarry and that might be a rainbow or brown of over 
10lb. It’s a stalkers paradise!

Cost £60- includes 3 fish ticket and prizes for first fish, best bag and best fish. Add another £11 if 
you would like a bacon roll, pastry and coffee on arrival and please make it clear in your email 
reply to me that you want this.

This is a fun competition with a prize for the first fish caught. Competitors have to fish with any of 4 
designated flies (tied by yourself preferably) for the first hour. These will be a small Hothead Blue 
Flash Damsel (no bigger than 1 ¼ Inch dressing), a weighted Blob or Egg Fly and a Dry Daddy 
(well you never know!) Please see attached photo for guidance only. Beads can be of your own 
choosing & tungsten is allowed. I will have a few spare flies available for the time challenged 
amongst you.

As it is late in the year, we will meet at 8.00 am when the fishery opens, with a view to start fishing 
between 8.30 and 9.00 to get the most of the available daylight. We stop fishing at 1.00 pm for 
lunch and weigh in but you can obviously fish on in the afternoon if you haven’t caught your bag.

Please let me know you are coming well in advance, as we need at least 12 to get sole use of the 
fishery and I need to inform the venue of numbers for catering.

NB. IF YOU DECIDE TO USE ELECTRONIC BANK TRANSFER ,THE      NECESSARY DETAILS ARE BELOW      BUT PLEASE   
INFORM THE ORGANISER OF THE EVENT AND ANDY WOOD (TREASURER      ON   fdgsussexmembership@gmail.com     )   
THAT THE PAYMENT HAS BEEN SENT USING EMAIL & PLEASE MAKE IT CLEAR WHICH EVENT YOU ARE PAYING FOR

PAYING BY BANK TRANSFER:
Account name: Fly Dressers Guild Sussex Branch
Sort Number: 30-99-50
Account number: 84990168

If paying by cheque please make it payable to “FDG Sussex Branch” and send by Oct 24th at the latest to:

Alan Wells
9 Downsview Avenue
Woodingdean
BN26BP
Tel: 07795523608
secretary.sfdg@gmail.com

mailto:fdgsussexmembership@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.sfdg@gmail.com


A Fishy Story

With my oldest friend who is now in the early stages of Alzheimer's we went to Falkenvil .

The water level was low so my long handled net was essential. The fishing was slow but I 
managed a common carp of about 10- 12lb at noon. But friend Ian blanked until 4pm when he 
hooked a monster. I netted it for him and as I lifted it vertically up the bank the shaft of my net gave
way and off went the fish (still hooked ) with my net around its shoulders. Ian managed to bring the 
carp back to the bank but now without my net and its attachment to the shaft. By lying flat on the 
bank, I managed to reach it in Ian's shorter net and bring it up.

It was huge, especially in girth. Possibly 20lb. But neither of us had a balance that could cope.
Ian went on to catch a large bream and another carp of about 4lb. I did not add to my catch.

John Plowman



Flies for the Chalk Springs event

Hothead Blue Flash Damsel

The Hothead Blue Flash Damsel is a popular trout fishing fly and nymph pattern designed to 
imitate natural damselfly nymphs in stillwaters, lakes, and reservoirs. 
Key Characteristics & Design

• Tail: Olive marabou tail paired with blue flash strands (such as holographic or UV crystal flash) 
along each side to create subtle shimmer. 

• Body: Typically tied with an olive dubbing, seal's fur mix, or fritz that gives a buggy, lifelike 
silhouette.

• Hothead: Features a fluorescent bead (often fluorescent orange or red, around 3.2mm–3.3mm) 
behind the eye or head, sometimes with painted pupil eyes, acting as an extra strike trigger to pull in
trout from a distance. 

• Hackle & Legs: Often finished with a soft hackle (such as dyed olive partridge or cock hackle) to 
mimic leg movement. 

• Size: Commonly tied on size 10 or 12 heavy wet or barbless hooks. 

• Fishing Tips

• Where to use: Effective for brown and rainbow trout in small stillwaters, larger reservoirs, and 
lakes

Timing: Works year-round, with peak effectiveness running from late spring through summer (May
to August) when natural damsels are active. 

• Retrieval: Can be fished on floating, intermediate, or sinking lines using a slow figure-of-eight 
retrieve, steady pulls, or as part of a team of nymphs. 

•

• Dry Daddy

• The Dry Daddy is a classic dry trout fly used in fly fishing to imitate the natural crane fly 
(commonly known as a "daddy longlegs" in the UK). 

• Key Details

• Target Species: Brown trout and rainbow trout. 

• Seasonality: Most effective from late August through October when crane flies are prevalent and 
frequently blow onto stillwaters or rivers.

• Design: Features a buoyant body (often made of foam, peacock herl, or traditional fur/hair) with 
long, dangling legs that create a struggling, lifelike silhouette on the water's surface.

• How to Fish It:
• Fished statically as a single dry fly or on the top dropper of a wet fly team.
• Can be twitched, skittered, or pulled with a slow retrieve to trigger explosive strikes from surface-

feeding fish.




