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Carp on the Fly Saturday 13th June at Springbarn, Kingston 

We now have the go ahead for carp fishing at the above venue.
Tony W has got the use of their club BBQ ,so if you wish to avail yourself of this opportunity ,then you
will need to bring your food with you.
To cover costs of gas the price for the day will now be £15 (cash on the day).
We usually start around 9.00 ish. If you haven't fished for carp on the fly before it is great fun. A 7/8 
weight rod is usually sufficient and deer hair type flies and a supply of floating dog mixer biscuits help
to make the day successful. NB You can use your own landing net pole but YOU MUST USE A 
SPRINGBARN LANDING NET.
If you would like to come please email Tony Woolnough on tonyfishway@gmail.com      and Cc Wayne 
on wduerden@btinternet.com     so they can keep a track of numbers. 
Hope to see many of you at what is always a fun day.

The passing of John Cooper

Sorry to let you know the sad news that John passed away last Sunday. He had been ill for some 
time but unfortunately his old heart problems caught up with him a couple of months ago and he 
passed at home with his family around him. I am sending details of funeral etc and I'd be grateful if 
you could pass on the details to the members of his Flydresser friends.
Many thanks
Dee

In Loving Memory of John Cooper

The funeral service will be held on Thursday 11th June at 12:00pm at Worthing Crematorium, 
Kingswood Chapel Horsham Road, Findon , BN140RG

Afterwards, please join us at The Castle Hotel The Street, Bramber, BN44 3WE where we can share 
memories, stories, and spend some time together in honour of John.
Your presence would mean a great deal to us.
If you are able to attend, please do let us know.

Donations in Lieu of flowers would be greatly appreciated to the Alzheimer’s society and/or Blood 
Cancer UK

With love
Dee , Nicky and James
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The 3 2 Comp Bewl Day: Frank Darrah Pairs, Ouse Valley Boat 
Competition. SFDG VS EDFFC Match

I start with an excerpt from an email from John Plowman: “A little bit of history. My son, Mark, was 
taught fly dressing by Frank Darrah in, I believe, 1989. I followed 2 years later. Frank Darrah was a 
Lancastrian who founded the Sussex FDG”. Mark fished with John on Thursday and fittingly they 
won the Pairs competition.

I think I first fished the FD pairs about 10 years ago and 
we had about 10 boats out fishing all from the SFDG… 
happy days! Sadly, EDFFC through a combination of drop
outs and fears over the weather being stormy (which 
largely proved false), called off the match we also usually 
have on this day. It may be possible to find a date in 
autumn to hold it.
It was a rather tricky day with cold winds and showers, 
interspersed with short spells of warm sunshine but 
nowhere near as bad as some had suggested it would be.
By lunchtime the score board read: Plowmans 2 fish, 
Wells and Karnicki 1, Black and Wood 0. Having caught 
on my third cast, I proceeded to practise C & R at 
distance losing 3 fish. The only person doing well was 
Martin Nock of OVSF (not unusually) who had amassed 4
fish so was really on C & R and went on to catch 7 all 
tolled!
The afternoon did see something of a downpour briefly 

but not everywhere on the reservoir! However, later in the afternoon the sun came out and shone on 
Andy and Bill, who each picked up a fish but not quite of the same quality as John and Mark’s:
 

Frank Darrah Pairs 
Names No of fish Bag Weight Position

Andy Wood/Bill Black       1 / 1 4lb 10 oz 2

Alan Wells/ Michael Karnicki       1 / 0 2lb 2 0z 4

The Plowmans        1 /1 3lb 14 oz 1

Des Watson /Tony Godden       0 / 1 2lb 8oz 3

 
The Ouse Valley boat competition was won by a large margin by Martin Nock, with a hefty bag 
including a 4 pound plus fish, which will have given quite a fight on a reservoir. Full results are given 
below for that competition:
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Ouse Valley Boat Competition:

Name No of fish Bag Weight Position

Martin Nock 7 (For 4 fish) 12lb 8oz 1

Andy Wood 1 2lb 6 oz 3

Alan Wells 1 2lb 2 0z 4

Des Watson 0 0 5

Tony Godden 1 2lb 8 oz 2

  So rather a strange day’s fishing but despite the paucity of fish everyone seemed to enjoy their day.
Perhaps we can encourage a few more to take part, if we can get a rematch with Eastbourne in the 
autumn. Next up- carp and sausages!

IMPORTANT for the attention of all members:

If you haven’t already received the Spring edition of the Flydresser Magazine, I draw your attention to
important and significant changes to the way in which Guild (as distinct from Branch) membership 
will be handled from the new membership year in September. Please read from page 5 of the 
magazine. 

Later in the year the Committee will make a decision on how we manage Branch membership and 
subscription rates from September. This will be communicated in due course.

Further to the above, the Guild has asked me for email addresses for those members that they don’t 
currently have. This information will be held by them for purposes of direct communication on 
membership matters and will be held on file in the Clubmate system.

I will make the working assumption that members are happy for me to share this additional 
information - they already have addresses of course - UNLESS you contact me (Andy Wood) to the 
contrary within the next seven days.

Annual competition vs Ouse Valley Flyfishers, 26th April 26.
One of the highlights of the Guild fishing calendar for me is the annual competition with Ouse Valley 
Flyfishers (OVF) at Lakedown.  Aside from the great company, friendly banter and, usually, great 
fishing, it is one of the prettiest venues I know.  
A total of seventeen anglers assembled early on Sunday in the fishery car park on a beautiful sunny 
Spring morning.   OVF usually manage to field a full team for this popular event.  However, for 
various reasons, they could only muster 6 members (including yours truly, who enjoys both OVF and 
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Guild membership) on the day.  It was, therefore, necessary to even up the teams a little by finding a 
couple of willing Guild members to fish for the ‘opposition’.  Simon Horsley and Ken Pearce kindly 
rose to the challenge and became honorary OVF members for the day.
As mentioned, the day started with bright sunshine.  Coupled with an Easterly breeze that carried a 
slight chill, it was far from ideal Trout fishing conditions.  A chat with Ted in the lodge – who seems to
be struggling with the concept of retirement – confirmed that, while there were plenty of fish to be 
had, catching them had been tricky in similar conditions over the previous week.  He also stated that 
orange-coloured flies and blue flash damsels had been accounting for more fish than any other 
pattern.
The fist hour or so confirmed that we were in for a challenging day.  Although I managed one from 
the dam wall of the bottom lake in the first 10 minutes, the other six or so anglers fishing the same 
lake had barely had a touch between them after the first hour.  As the morning progressed, the 
pattern persisted with patchy results across the fishery.  Later in the morning, after taking a second 
fish from the Island of the bottom lake, I moved up to lake 3, settling into a peg next to Simon 
Horsley.  We spent a frustrating hour or so watching fish cruising in front of us.  However, as we 
worked our way through our respective fly boxes, they showed little interest.  The odd fish would 
occasionally give chase but failed to fully commit.  Thinking back to Ted’s advice on fly patterns, I 
figured it might be worth trying an Orange Blob.  Stripping it as fast as I could, high up in the water, 
after a couple of casts I had solid hit and bagged my third and final fish.  Given that I had really 
struggled on Trophy Day earlier in the month, I was pretty happy that I had managed to ‘bag-up’ so 
early in the day.  When I spoke to Simon later, he told me his own perseverance had paid off, taking 
a couple of fish from the same part of lake 3. 
Breaking for lunch, we returned to the lodge on what had become a pleasantly warm Spring Day.  
The crowds were out, enjoying the weather, beer and food at the Taproom (note that anglers enjoy a 
10% discount on Lakedown beers!).  Comparing the mornings fishing experiences, it was clear that it
had been difficult for most.  There had been plenty of fish showing, but tempting them had proved to 
be a challenge.  A lucky few, including myself and Peter Winder had already bagged up before lunch.
Ken Pearce had caught a beautiful Brown, estimated and witnessed at 5lb, which had been safely 
returned to the water.  However, other very competent fisherman on both sides were yet to score, 
while a few had managed the odd fish here and there.  Over lunch we agreed that, given the 
conditions, it was unlikely to get any better in the afternoon.  And that proved to be the case.  Despite
the perseverance shown by those still to make up their bags, only a handful of additional fish were 
caught before the end of the competition.  
The weigh in took place at 16:30, where it became clear that Ouse Valley were going to reclaim the 
trophy they had lost to the Guild the previous year.   All of the Ouse Valley team had taken at least 
one fish, while four of the eight, including Simon Horsley and Ken Pearce, had full bags.  The total 
weight set a fairly high bar at 41lb 4oz.  Amongst the Guild team, there were a couple of blanks and 
only Peter Winder had achieved a full bag.  Even so, the total weight for the Guild was a respectable 
26lb 10oz.  Ouse Valley therefore reclaimed the trophy with a healthy margin.  Peter Winder shared 
the prize for heaviest bag with Bob Woodhouse from OVF, each weighing in 3 fishy for exactly 7lb.  
Ken Pearce took the best fish prize with his pristine Brownie (his overall bag was weight was 9lb but, 
as is always the case, nobody can take more than one prize).  An honourable mention is due to Keith
Verrall who landed the largest Rainbow of the day at 3lb 12oz. All in all, a very enjoyable day at a 
beautiful venue with great company.  Thanks are due to Jamie Daltrey at Lakedown for his continued
generosity in providing the prizes.  While the fishing could have been a little easier, I think it fair to 
say that everybody enjoyed themselves, even if it was only the beer!   Hopefully the Guild can claim 
the trophy back next year;  it would probably be wise to think twice before loaning out Simon or Ken 
in future though!
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